
City Hall is open for essential business purposes. Please continue to use the
dropbox for payment or document dropoffs.

I would like to remind all of our residents that the census count will end on
September 30th. Please take a minute and fill our your census form at my2020census.gov
today. The City of Grand Blanc is at 78% completion - we need those of you who haven’t
responded as of yet to please do so. The Census results help communities garner funding
and grant opportunities. It would be a great benefit to our community to have a 90-100%
completion rate. We urge your cooperation in this effort.

        Your City government started our annual road projects the beginning of August.
There was much deliberation and consideration in choosing which streets were in the
most need of repair as well as trying to fairly distribute the construction. Please go to the
cityofgrandblanc.com web site and search “local streets” to find out which roads are
being improved this summer.

At our last City Council meeting, council members voted to purchase a new leaf pick
up truck which will be available for this autumn’s leaf pickup. It will allow for a much
more efficient process for our dedicated DPW workers. With a little help from Mother
Nature, we hope to complete leaf pick up in a timely manner. The schedule will be posted
on our website as November approaches. 

     In a democracy, there is no greater citizen responsibility than to VOTE. With the
November election approaching, I want to remind citizens voting absentee with ”mail-in

ballots” that we have a 24 hour secure lock box at the front of City Hall available for
dropping off your ballot. Also, voters can always bring your completed ballot into City
Hall during regular business hours. It is recommended that you return your ballot as

soon as it is voted. Ballots must be returned by 8PM on election day, November 3.
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Beware of using apps for person-to-person payments, such as Venmo or Cash App!  Let me share a 
quick story about what happened to my friend’s daughter. Sometime between the hours of 11pm and 4am
someone was able to hack into her cash app account.  The hacker started with small amounts and quickly

drained the $200 she had in the checking account that she had linked to the app.  She had opted for the
overdraft protection through her financial institution, so when the hacker surpassed the $200 she had in
her checking account, the bank automatically transferred money from her savings account to cover the

amounts being withdrawn by the hacker. 

In the end, the hacker was able to make over 10 withdrawals totaling thousands of dollars and put 
her account in arears by $33.  The victim didn’t know until she woke up in the morning. Her financial

institution has a policy that they won’t insure money stolen from these apps and charged her $35 for the
overdraft fee.  The app that she used is non responsive to her pleas for help.  The chance the hacker can be

caught by law enforcement is very low because these hackers are usually out of state or out of country. 
 

Here are a few tips on preventing these types of hacks:

1.     Don’t use these apps.  Electronic devices and accounts can be compromised by hackers.  Send a check
or pay your friends with cash.

  2.     If you have to use these apps:

a. If the app allows, turn on 2 factor authentication for the app.

b. Sometimes the scammer can gain access by hacking your email account so be sure to change your
email password often and turn on 2 factor authentication.

c. Download virus scan software for your phone.  Phones can get a virus that will allow a hacker to
access apps on your phone.

d. Never give personal information to strangers over the phone.  Many times a scammer will claim to
be from a business or company that you do business with and ask you to verify personal or banking
information.  Even if it sounds legitimate, let the caller know you don’t feel comfortable giving that

information over the phone.  Hang up and call the company direct to see if they were contacting you.

e. Call your financial institution and ask them if they have a policy on customers who use this app. 
Will they insure your money?  Are there safeguards that they can enable on their end that will prevent

or limit the amount of money a hacker can withdraw from your account?

f. Let your financial institution know that you would like to opt out of overdraft protection.  Then keep
only a small amount of money in the account linked to your cash app.  When you need to make a

payment, that is when you transfer the amount needed into the account linked to your cash app.  If
you forget to transfer money into your account as you make payments, this may mean an increase the
amount of overdraft fees that you incur, but it will also protect you from losing everything you have in

your bank account to a cash app hacker. 

Please be careful and smart with your electronic devices and your personal information!
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From The Desk of Police Chief Brian Lipe



DPW Director
Spring Clean-up

As summer begins to wrap up, please be sure
to inspect your fireplace to make sure it is ready

for the fall and winter months ahead. 

Make sure the spark arrester screen is clean
and free from lint or dust, the old ash is
cleaned out, and the damper is in good

operation.  And finally, make sure there is
no creosote build-up in the flue. 

The main issue with creosote is that
it's extremely flammable. As the amount of
creosote inside the chimney flue increases
so does your risk of a chimney fire. And not
only can a chimney fire completely wreck
your chimney and mantel, but it can also

turn into a destructive house fire.
 

Fall cleanup will take place the week of
October 26th.

Leaf pickup will being the week of
November 9th.

Updates will be added
to the city website when

there is more
information.
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From The Fire Chief....
Don Schreiber
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From The City Manager, Wendy Jean-Buhrer

City Hall Closed - September 7th  (Labor Day)
City Council Meeting - September 9th 7:00 PM

Planning Commission - September 21st 7:00 PM
City Council Meeting -  October  14th 7:00 PM
Planning Commission - October 19th 7:00 PM

Upcoming Dates

Check our website for updates on all
upcoming dates and events.

Fall Cleanup & Leaf Pickup

I would like to thank you for your patience with the many changes that COVID has brought about to
City services. Every day we seem to have a new challenge to tackle. Please know we are doing our

best to serve you. 
 

If you have any request, issue, problem, or comment, please email or phone me directly. I respond
quickly and make a priority to resolve them or pass them along to Department Heads that are able
to take care of them due to the unique nature of the request, issue, problem, or comment. My email

address is citymanager@cityofgrandblanc.com. City Hall phone number is 810/694-1118. 
Be safe and have a wonderful Labor Day weekend!



Parking Reminders
According to Ordinance 450.01, no vehicle

or trailer shall be parked on the street
between 2 am and 6 am for longer than 3

minutes, if loading or unloading
passengers, or 30 minutes, if loading,

unloading, or delivering property.
Additionally, campers cannot be parked
on the street at any time for any reason.

Lastly, no vehicle, trailer, etc. can be
parked within the sidewalk at any time

for any reason.
Failure to comply with any of the above

could result in ticket violations.
Thank you for complying with your

parking and keeping our city as safe and
wonderful as possible for all!

The Presidential General Election will take
place on Tuesday, November 3rd.

For those who have already returned the
absentee ballot applications that were sent

for the August election and selected the
checkbox stating they wanted it to cover

November's elections as well will receive a
ballot in the mail. We expect to receive the

ballots from the County by mid-September.

For those who are on the absentee voter list
and did not return their August application
to the Clerk's office, an application for the
November election will be mailed out by

August 21st.

We are working on many projects here in the
city. We have a grant funded mural wall in The
Grand Chalet Shoppes at 131 East Grand Blanc
Road. There are two sides to this mural wall,

both are being painted by local artists. We are so
excited for the opportunity to further the

pursuit of beautifying our community. Please,
stop in to visit the project. We do have 2 small
businesses, Parfait Ink & Embellishments and

Made & Create,  currently in the Chalet Shoppes.
We have a few more opportunities available to

small businesses looking for a small space to
grow their business.

 
We have a few local farms popping-up in The

Grand Chalet Shoppes on Fridays from 10:00 AM
- 3:00 PM. We are thrilled to bring local produce
to our community in a small farmers market to

maintain social distancing and comfort of all
attendees. 

We are also working on History of Hometown
Heroes banners to be hung on our lamp posts.
There are already a few banners up honoring

local people for their service. 

Summer Taxes are due August
31st. Any taxes left unpaid after

August 31st will incur a one time
3% penalty fee.

For anyone mailing taxes, please
be aware that postmark dates are

NOT accepted as the date
received.
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Labor Day Garbage PickUp Notice
Garbage pickup will not occur on Labor

Day, Monday September 7th. The pickup
will occur the following day, Tuesday

September 8th.


